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Cf~aiY' 

If the re is an Irish fl avour about this issue of the Digest i t 
is due to th e fact that cuch of it was compiled on the wild and 
IIIY"terious shores of Connemara, 

To enj oy a holiday in Ireland , it is not esse ntial to be an 
O,B,B, enthusiast - but it !rlps, I1' you are accustoooo to th e wann 
friendship of our coll ecting clan , you will find yourself enj oying a 
familiar glo w um er th e warm, happy- go-lucky cord iality of the I r ish . 
If you can real l y see the Terrib l e Three strolling a l ong under th e old 
elm , you will be t he very ones to see t he leprechauns dancing in and 
out of the rocks on the lonely Galway coas t, If you get a kid< out of 
Billy Bunter you will be quite at home with t he giant meals which 
Irish hospitality set s before you, If you thrill vi th !lel son Lee, 
you will find an odd delight in walking over the bogs, when every 
fourth step brings th e peril of sinking knee-deep int o t he ltire, 

In too stone oottage , with it s thatched roof, you will find 
Hrs, Moriarty , w,o l ooks eo sinister that you need littl e pe~ 
that she is related t o Sherl ock Holmes ' old adversary , Evon the 
delightf ul smell of her peat f ire may fill you with a sense of f or
boding, When you kiss th e Blamer Stone , poised over a void of 
nothingness (th at' s Iri sh for you) , you will be Tinker in one of his 
near-to-<l eath adventure s , even though a brawny Iri sllnen with iro n 
muscles is standing precar ious ly on a shiny steel bar , ready t o 

.. snatch ;you .. back to safety _at the el eventh hour . __ Even_by_ttrgl or ious 
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lakes of Ou1d Killarney you will find th e Sexton School of Dancing. 
Sure, am. i t' s no wonder that the sentilllental l over of ould boys ' 
books makes up his mind to come bnck to Erin, ;1avourn ccn. 

The "Whole atmosphere of Central and Western Ireland is redo l mt 
of the days ,men our f avourite papers were first published . Horse 
traffic, cows milked by hand in the opm ai r, no toddy boys . Very 
little mo1nr traffic at al l. Everybody - men, wooien a'"ld children -
wave arrl cheer as you pass by. It's exhi l arating, begorrah ! If you 
dr op in at a Church , any time, any day , you find poople at tbair 
devotions - 11l£11, women, boys and girls. The Irish have a -..,nderful 
anchor in th eir re l igion . 

The f ilms in th e cinanas are oh, so very old. One cinema, out
side Limerick, announces it s prices as 4d , 6d , 9d and 1/ - . Sure l y , in 
tha t quain t litt l e paper-shop at Cast l ebar , you are bound to find the 
lat est stories on sale - "Tom Merry & Co. in Ireland ", "The Hiddm 
Horror" , " Illgotten Gains", "The Case of th e Bogus JIJd8e", "Dorri e' s 
Christmas Party. " 

The day passes s l owly and leisurel y in Western Ireland. llobody 
bothers about time . The pe at carts, drawn by deli ghtful "neddies •, 
rattle by; cows s tr oll on the narrow roads. 

l/hen another twenty years have dawdled a·, ay , things may be 
different. The glory that is Western Ireland may be swept aside - the 
Churches may be ooipty , teddy-boys may wolf - -.,histle on the street 
corn ers , new hospitals may be built md packed to overflO\tlng with 
road casual t ies , petre l fumes may replace t he sweet scant of the peat 
fires , sex and sadism may bring th eir X,..certi.fic ate s tc the cinemas 
unl es s television has arrived and closed them all . Thm Western 
I reland will !mow that civilisation has caught up with it at last . 

THE ANNUAL. Noighty foine artic l es are coming in for th e Annual , 
preparat i ons f or which are ~ing en apace . lie want plenty mre . 
Pl ease get cracking , chums, with ,uur pens and typewriter s . 

OOR OOVER. Our ccve r, which will surely delij, ht you all, has been 
specially drawn fo r this issue by Mr. C. H. Cllapman, t he famous l-lagnet 
artist. Many, rumy thenks to a very sp l endid gm tl eman. 

For next month , we advise our Nel sen Lee fans to keep a shsxp 
look -cut for our very speci al cover. Ve fancy they are going tc be 
del'.4,hted . 

THE EDITOR 

• * • * * 
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WOND!lmlL MR. Rml 

by Andre~. 

TALilOT BA.INEl REED was born at Hackney on April 3rd , 1852. He 
died at Highgate on Novenber 28th , 1893, aged 42. 

The initial weekly number of the Boy1 s O,.n Paper was dated 
January 181h, 1879. Al!longst the ear li est l'.SS received by 1he editor 
was one of which he t!!ought so hig:.ly that he gave it a plac e on th e 
first page of the very fir st number, This was an artic l e entitled "My 
Fir st Football Match" - and 1he author was Talbot Baines Reed. A fort
night later the first of a short series of papers from the se::ie pen 
appeared , under too title "Boys of lhglish History" . Then, t owards 
the end of March, came a brief articl e on the fort hcoming boat- race 
"Oxford or Cambridge?" From t hat tine, Mr. Reed was appointed the 
Boy' s Own Special Correspondent for the great inter - collegiate contest 
and described the doings of the Dark and Light Bl ues with charac teri sti c 
vivaci~J . 

He wrote a se ri es of athletic sketches, which were published in 
book fonn years 1if!P under t he collective title of "Parklrurst Days , • In 
the August of 1879 came his first school s t ory, in two chapt ers , "The 
Troubl es of a Das'dler ". It was the skill sho.n in this unpretenti ous 
little sketch that induced too Editor of the B. O.P. t o suggest to Hr, 
Reed that he should try his hand at something mor e ambitious, the 
result being his first serial , "The Adventures of a Thre<H)uinea 
liatch," 'i'his started the 3rd volume in Oct ober, 1880. lli t h ihis 
superb story a new epoch in Mr. Reed• s li t erary career began, run his 
name now sppeared for the fir st tice in connecti on with hi s work, 

"The Fifth Form at St . Dominic I s" appeared in 1881 and "My 
Friend Smith" in the following year . "The llillo1Jgbby Captains" Carll 

next , in 1883-4, and''Reginald Cruden" in 1885. "A Dog Wit h a Bad 
Name" started the ninth volll!l», 1886-7 , 

"The tlaster of 1he Shell" was prepar ed far volume ten . "Sir 
Ludar", an Elizabethan story , was published in th e el eventh volume, 
but in "The Cock House at Fellsgarth " ( 1891) Hr. Reed returned to his 
favourite ground, publi <>oschool life. This was followed in 1892 by 
"Tom, Dick and Harry", another sparkling st ory . 

All 1he above were subsequently published in book fonn, and most 
of them still sell well today. His last book, on which he was at work 
when he died, was "Kil gonnan" a story of the rebell ion of 1798. This 
was published by Nelsen end Son, and it is the onl y one I have never 
seen , lacking fr cm my otherwise complete collection. 



................................................................................................. 198 .................................................................................................. . 
Few wri tars have the gitt of wri ting so tllat tlleir wor k does not 

date . Frank Ric hards is one . Talbot Baines Reed is very defini t ely 
anothe r. Events , and social conditions , put his stories in t o period , 
but his easy sty l e is as readable and fas cinating today as wmn be 
f i r st wrcte . 

\!hich was the best of tllem? - for tlley were all firs t -class. My 
own favourite i s "Dog with a Bad Name•, fo ll owed cl osely by "My Fri ern 
Sl!lith" and "Tom, Dick and lltlrry . " 

Afte r Tal bot Bain es Reed' s death , anot ber auth or paid him t he 
f ollo wing trib ute in tbe !)ll8es of tlle B.O.P. - ''Not only boys , but men 
also, whose hearts r etained somet hing of yout h in them , have been 
guided and saved by reading hi s stories. I am glad , not ashamed, t o 
own tha t I began to enjoy them l ong aft er my boyhood was past , ard 
through doing so have reaped unspeakable bencfi t at a ti me whm per
haps not hing el se could have saved one fran the world lihich was becoming 
t oo much for me. I feel I have l ost a personal f riend. lied he but 
written "My Frim d Smith", <>nd nothing els e , he had done a splendi d 
service f or God." 

*********************************** 
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BL AK I AN A 
Conducted by JOOEPHDIE PAOO·WI 

27, Archdale Road1 East Dulvich 1 London, S.E . 22. 
I am afraid there is no room this month for any S.B. L. titles . 

However, there will be an ext ra quota of them next month, to make up 
for it . 

Walter Webb' s instalment of "Cen1'1ry-&kers• in this issue is 
particularly interesting , in as much that it clarif ies the difference 
between ghost-writers and substitute nut hors , and there by sol ves what 
has probabl y puzzled a good many - the ghosting of " ' Midst Balkan 
Peril s" (S.B. L. 1st series No. 5) by E. S. Brooks for W.M. Greydon. 

Bill Lofts , too , i s to be thanked for his initiative in con-
tacting Stanley Hooper . Nice work , Bill ! JOOIE PAOOlAN 

CEN'l'JRY M/JCERS 
(And a few other interesting statis tics) 

By VALTER WEBB. 
INSJ'AL.'!ENT SUTE!N Concluding THE CHESTER STORY 

Like many other struge l ing authors , Gilbert Chester had one over
riding a:ibition . '!'his was in the success ful coe>pl etion of a bes t
selling novel , or othe r wrl< , which would obviate th e necessity of his 
having to tum out !:lll!IY more hundreds of thousands of words of consider
ably l esser succes sful material in order to roin t ain a living which, 
due to t he precarious circumstaoo cs in which his chosen profess i on was 
surrollllded, was bot h an insecure and unremunerative one if ttie writer 
hM to depend entire ly upon what he r eceived fran his graf t wi th the 
pen to pay his way. And th is was the situation in Chester ' s case , for 
his droe.~ of financial independence with tho publication of a bost
seller remained f orever a drelll:l, llhich, in its unfulfilment, was un
fortuna te for th e author if not the Blske reader who so appreciated 
hi s work , which, of its type was very good indeed. 

A fim believe r in and en expert exponent of astrology , Gilbert 
Chester first became acquainted with this fascinating subject when he 
was asked by the editor of the S. B.L. to write a Blake sto ry with i t 
as the the..,. In researching for the story the author became interested 
to such an extent th at he quickly l earned pra cticall y all there was to 
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know about it. In 1932, the year of the memorabl e Proud Tram.Series , 
in ldlich six authors, Chester himse lf, G. II. Teed, Gwyn Evans, Anthony 
Skene, Donald Stuart and Edwy Searles Brooks teak part, Gilbert 
Chest er and G. H. Teed obviously met , and one of t he subjects they 
discus sed in conversation which naturally must have followed was tha t 
of astrology . That Teed became interested seem indisputable, for he 

either asked Chester or was invited by the latter to hsve his fort.me 
pred icted by means of his - Cheste r' s - astrological lmowledge , for 
pencilled details of Teed' s birth date and pl ace of birth, doubt l ess 
supplied tc Chester by Teed himself , are ccntained in a memorandum of 
the fo:roe r' s and seoo, conclusive evidence since the latter would hardly 
have gi vm incorrect data on su:,h an occasion if he wanted ti>! correct 
reading of his horoscope gi vm. As will be seen, th ese detm.ls diffe r 
rather considerably from t hose set dcwn in 1he Teed article published 
in ·the C.D. over two years ago, written by Bill Lofts and based on in 
formation supplied to him by Mr. H. l/. Twyman. Thes e notes set d own 
in Chester's handwriting read as f ollows: "Goorge Heber Teed ••• born 
December 9th, 1!166 • •• birthplace, Woodstock, N.B. (New Brunswick, 
obviously) ••• hour unlmo,m • •• present age (in 1932) 46 years .•• " There 
follows a mess of astrological details quite incomprehensible to one 
not conversant with the subj ec t, but that these particular details are 
authent i c there seems littl e doubt . It appears then that the leading 
Blake aithor of all time died not a t the age of 61, es previously 
stated, but aCthe comparatively early one of 53 years. 

To nn editor of the A. Pre ss , now retired, Gilbert Chester claimed 
to have "ghost ed" for Andrew Murray for some time bef ore t he latter• s 
death . These stories were published outside the U. J. and S. B.L., md 
appeared under the names of either "Agatha" or "Andrew Murray", per 
haps for ANS1iIBS LIBRARY, or sim:iler publications, which catered for 
the purely romantic nove l. As stated previous ly, in these columns , 
there were also thr ee early U. J . stories, 1922 vintage, which are 
supposed to have been writte n by Murray, but were actually penned by 
Gil bert Chester , These is sue s bear the numbers 975, 979 and 9f{/ , and 
are all officially , yet erroneous l y, credited to Murray. 

To get a clearer slant on this matter of substitu ti on is to undei-
stand fully the i'unctions of the ghost-writer as distinct from those 
of the more oommonly utilised substi tut e writer. The sub. is a stand 
ill for the original write r whoo that worthy is unabl e for one reason 
or another to fulfil his obligations t o his editor. A ghost-writer is 
one who executes l iterary work for another who passes as the aithor , 
It rill be appreciated , t herefore, that although the name of the sub. 
"TI.t~ . .: ... ll.~9-~ .... l.],!l.l\ • .it§. ... JmY ... i..llt9..Jh~ ... QfX1.9.i.!!l . ..:.9..~ . ... t.oo.t .. 9.:f. .. Jl!.!!. .. &\Q.~t-
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writer does not f or clearly obvious re asons. 
It io not the inte nt ion of thi s episode to cast the slightest 

doubt on the authent ici ty of the official records , wich, in so fm: 
as acceptance of and paymmt t o the wthor is concerned, i s readily 
conceded to be one hundred per cent accurate ; but , in th e int eres ts 
of the said accuracy , the pres_!!nce of the ghost -writer and what m 
stands for crust be recognised. In so far as Blake l ore is concerned, 
thi s phantom hand has struck but very rarely , and , in res earch spanning 
lllMY years, I am satisfied t hat its imprint has been left on only 
four occasi ons - the three just referred to and one oth er , t his being 
a very oarly issue of the S.B.L. entitled "Midst Balkan Peril s ". 
Published in January, 1916 , the name of the author i s given as E. S. 
Brook:l, and al though one i s r eady to accept the f~ct th at !Ir. Drooks 
was paid for thi s novel , no-one, knowill€ his distinctive styl e , will 
believe tm t he wro t e it, nor even t hat short Nel son Lee story thrown 
in as tl8kewci.ght. Only &lwy Searles Br ooks himsel f can t ell how his 
Mme lll'.s l:ecome associated with a novel most cer:tainly writt m by W, 
Murrey Graydon and fe aturing a charact er created by that writ er, 

To return to Gil ber t Chester, but bri efly. A very lmo1<led&abl e 
writ er , slow-speaking and deliberativ e, ho hed, at th e time of hi s 
reti rement, submitted a total of 176 Sexton Bl !lke stories . His pl ace 
at tho hee.cl of t he field was t aken by Lewis Jack son, the vet eran au thor 
of the Kestrel stories, with a total of 89 contribut ions. By steady 
progress Rex Hardinge was chall enging strongly, and at thi s point bad 
81 sto r ies to his cred i t. Anthony Parsons , scoring quicker t han 
eit her of them,could show a well-,bal anced 62. 

Wit h only 11 mor e to get his century , i t l ooked "in the bag" fo r 
Jackson ; but, unfort,mately, the sands of time were running out for 
him pretty fast and soon we were berr.oaning the depar tur e of ye t anoth er 
ol d favouri te, Howovor, we hacl. our ccmpensati ons , one being that l/ar
wick Jardin e returned to the foid afte r an absence of nine years . 

An instance with out parall el in the hi sto ry of the S, B,L. 
occurridin t he autumn of 1950 , .vben, owing t o a strik e in t oo prin~ 
troo e, no i ssues were forthc oming in ?lovc:nber, New aut hor s were now 
the exception rather than the rule: but in February of the year just 
mentioned, a writ er using th e name of (127) HILARY KING made an im
press ive debut with a novel one hoped wuld not prove t o be hi s one 
ond only contribution, Nor was it, t hough we bed t o be content with 
only fi ve . 

In July of the following y~ar "" bi d goodbye to that popular 
vetera.'l wit h the Dimbl eby figure, Lewis Jackson, who fi rst appeared as 

.. a .. Blake writer in...1!11.5, .... and .. felt .. rethar rcqetful _t hat . ~ ... t ~ - 36 .. 
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years he was occupied as w.thor he foiled to reach the coveted cmtury , 
being out for a laborious 90, evenly divided be tween the U ,J. ard 
S.B.L, Retiremmts and deaths continued to occur at regular int ervals, 
Fir s t, the death at the oge of 62, at Norfolk, of t hat fine old hist
orian and writer of several early Serl<n Blakes, D. H. Parry, follOlfed 
by that of George Diln ot, a regulnr subsc ri ber to the old U.J. Detect
ive Supplement and writer of a few S.B.L.'s just before the war. lie 
vns 68 years of a,t;e, 

December 1951 , saw the introchlction of mother new namo on th e 
oover of the s.B.L ..... (128) SfEPIIDI BLA!<ESLEY, and an interesting 
s truggle between Rex Hardingo md Anthony P:·.rsons for th e ri8ht to 
become th e nin th author to submit 100 Bla<e stories. Details at the 
end of 1951, as follows: Rox Hardin8" (88); Anthony Parsons (74); 
sed to r elat e , only one other autho r was t.o be seen evm dimly in 
si8ht of these two. Ho was Jolm Hunter, with a total of 44, all of 
which he wrot e for the Library . 

Novenber 1952, lllllli<ed tm occasion of tho oo trance into the Blake 
arena of ( 129) HUGH CLE'{ELY, R..,,anberillg the extranely good storieo 
he wrote for the ear ly :i:lsues of THE 'l'IIRILLIB and the no1;-so-elU'ly 
G~her sto ri es for the same paper, I regarded his enrol.JOOnt as 
sanething of a scoop for ihe S,B.L, But - alas! - ihe Clevely of the 
fifties wus not the Clevely of ih e twenti es and thirties, md th e 
eleven novel s he wrote during the thr ee yea.rs he subscribed to the 
Library were not out s tarding in any way. 

1953 was notable only by reason of t he fact that John Hunter 
reached his 50, and t hat two new authors made thei.r appearance s , First 
came 56 year-old (130) i', J, PASSillG!AM, a native of Essex, who, being 
quite m suthori ty on boxing, naturs.l.ly wbmi tted a novel dealing with 
that prof ession without, however, enhancing eithe r his own reputati on 
or the l ib rary's. Thirty years ago he was an instructor and lectu.rer 
in journalism and shor1;-st ory writing to the RegEllt bstitute, and 
cmtributed to foreisn newsp~ers a ll over the world. Ilis works on 
boxing, dating hack to the very early days of the ring, have hem 
widely read ard translated into every :&lropean langunge, barring Russian . 
The other ne11COmer was ( 131) GIDRGE REFS, destined to be the last of 
the debutantes in th e old order. 

The -r of 1954 was ni~; In its new seasonal dress, the 
s .B.L, wes about tD take its first hesitant steps, like a mannequin 
naming the gauntlet of a sea of ci'itical eyes, somewhat apprehens ive 
of it s reception. Faint l'\lllblings, vhich may have beoo heard in the 
distance, proved that such uneasine ss ves not without justificaticn; 
for they were the prelude to a storm which vas socn tD break vi th ................... _ ...... __ ......... ------ ............................ _ ........ _ ........ , .. __ ,,_,., __ , ............. ..._ ...... --.................. --.. -...... _ 
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rem.nrkable rapidity and vel oci ty over the Bl ake fi eld. 

The hori zon was darkening and already the fi rs t few spot s were 
beginning to fal l .. ..... 

* * * • • 
AND YET ANO'll!ffi BLAKE AlJI'HOR 

By,W, O. G. LOFTS 

Jim Swan, the well -known collecto r of Queen' s Park , London, pic ked 
up his l ocal newspaper, .llic h had not l ong arrived , and started to .r ood 
the usual r eports of births , deaths and marriages , and other distri ct 
news of interest to him. The headline at the t op of a page caught his 
eye. It read as follows : "Boxer- Thrill er writer, and wife , celeb ra te 
ruby wedding.• Jim read on until he came to the foll owing paragraph : 
11He also wrote Sexton Blake md Nelson Lee stories . 11 

' llell 1 , thought Jim, ' Bill Lofts will be in t erested to sec th i s . 
I • 11 cut it out and show him when he calls next week. 1 

When I did call t he fo ll owing Monday I was, indeed , most interestec 
in the cutting; furth ermore, I had a very good reaso n for wishing to 
contact t his author - t he r eason being tha t hi s nair.e did not appear in 
the list of Sexton Bl d<e authors , compil ed by Derek Adley and myself, 
in l ast year ' s C. Digest Annual . 

I wrote st raigh t away t o this author, and by r eturn of post came 
a very friendly rep ly lihich , by the writer ' s revelati ons , l oft no 
doubt whatsoever in my mind as to his claims being correct and t hat he 
should be incl uded in the huge band of Sexton Blake aut hors , 

The name of the aut hor is STANLEY HOOPER, and here are some 
interesting detai l s concerning him. 

In his ear ly days Stan l ey Hooper was quite a premising boxer . 
One of his very best f riends wos.(ard sti ll is ) Ted (Kid) Lewis, one 
of t he greates t boxers to grace an English r ing. An unfor tunate in j ury 
to Stanley Hooper whil s t serving<,,i. th t he Royal Flying Corps during the 
1914/18 war put pai d to any hopes he had of making boxing hi s caree r; 
he therefo r e turned to j ournal i sm. !li e 'break ' C8!00 in 1923 when , on 
ent ering a lite r ary compet i t ion organis ed by th e Daily Expre ss , out of 
39CCO entries he care f i rst . On t he strength of this success he was 
appoint ed iloxing Corr espondent ,.to t he ~amated Press , wri ting um.er 
the nOO>-de-pl ume of "Roy Brandon" . Apart fr om hi s writ ings for t he 
many A.P. sporting papers , he also wr ote sto ri es on boxing fo r all t he 
nati onal newspapers . 

About thi s t ime he also branched out into boys ' fic t ion , and 
mor e often th ~ not wrote thr ee 30,<XXl word sto ri es a week - mostly 
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anonymous, owing to ttie editorial policy of the papers concerred , 

"Sports Jlud8et", "Footbal l Favourite", "Football Weekly", 
"St artler" and "Surprise" are a few of the papers to which he contri
buted, Do you re!IElllber the fo ll owing serials in the "StarUer": "The 
Space Machine" , "Ace-Hart" and "Captain N~t-J!awk"? These were from 
the pen of Stanley Hooper, who also created ttie character "Coker" in 
the •s ~orts B\Jiget " (not to be confused with t he famous Greyfriars 
characte r of the same nw:ie, created by Charles Hamil ton), The short 
stories he wrote f or vari ous papers are too numerous to mention here . 
lie also wrote thriller stories far the "Political Weekly", and over a 
101l8 peri cd of time investi gated ps:,chical phenomena f_o that ma,:azine. 
Sexton Blake stories wri ttm by him appeared in the "Detective Weekly" 
in 1939, Readers may recall ttiat Ernest Dulley (creato r of the well 
Jmown Armchair Detective, Dr. Morelle) was writing a few stories far 
the "Detec t ive Weekly" at this period , When he decided to cease writing 
f or tha t paper Stanley Hooper was invited to take his pl oce , and this 
he did. Stories he wrote includ e the following: "The Sto l en Promot er" , 
"The Secre t of the Seven Blue llanbers" and "The Secret of t he Loch". 
Other Blak e stories written by Mr, Hooper arn , at ttie time of writing 
this arti cl e , still pending his confimation , 

A very great frimd of A.1i'red Edgar, Mr. Hooper was actually the 
l ast per son to see this popular author before he left this country t o 
settle down in America, where Edgar has made a name far billlself as 
" Barre Lyndon" the well - Jmown scrip t writer, 

As for t he Nelson Lee sto r ies writtm by Stanley Hooper , they 
appeared in the NELSON Lm LIBRARY in the very l at e twenti es - !rut 
that is another story , 

~: The Popular : 127-135, 137, 138, 141-145; 147- 159, 161- 163, 
166, 169-171, 174- 184, 186- 188, 1~. 191, 193-201, 203-205, 207- 211, 
22~229 , 231, 311, 313, 314, 316-318 , 32~322, 325-334 , 336-343, 345-
347,349 , 350, 353-~61, 380, 381, 388-398 , 404, 411-415 , 418, 428, 449, 
451, 452, 454-456, 459-463, 465, 466, 469-488, 499, 518, 544, 545, 
547- 551, 556-558, 560-566, 568-571, 572, 577, 578, 581, 591, 596- 599. 
S.0.L's - 60, 68. 

DR· ... R . ... WTimN, .. 100.J , BROOMFIEID. RO,W,. GLAS::OV ' ·· N, 1, "·-········ ····--- ........ - ••• . _ 
~: S.O.L1s: 42, 65, 66, 162, 257, 258, 259, Nels on Lee - Old 
Series - 236, 291 , Your pric e plus postage pai d. The 3dvertis er has 
sore S.O.Ls , Nelson Lee , Gems and rlagnets for exchange only, 
BRIAN HOL'l', BRITISH EMBASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICELA!ID. 
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sm1 IN THE MIRROR 

A Mr. F. Belcher, of Oldbury, Worcs., wrote recently to t he 
Daily Mirror: "Can you please give us the nane of t he fat boy of St. 
Jim' s in 1he famous school stories by Frank Richards? The chap we 
mean was the oppcsi te number to Billy Bunter of Greyfriars . " 

And, under t he heading St . Jim' s , t he Mirror answered : "Baggy 
Trimble , t he bounder !" 

A few days late r th e Mirror gave a black type heading of "The 
Fat Boy of St , Jim ' s" with a Macdonald illustra t ion taken from th e 
Gem of October 5th , 1929. A Miss Rovery of Hove hoo writtm tc r eprove 
the Mirr or for selecting Baggy Trimbl e. She wrote : "It was Fat ty 
Wynn. Trimble never bel onged to St. Jw's." 

The Mirror replied: "Trimble was undoubt edly the Billy Bunter 
of St. Jim'd'- the •uttah wottah ', as Arthur Augustus D'Arcy used to 
say." 

In next month I s Digest we shall spotlight t he fat boys . 

* * * * * 
BUNTIB AND HIS NOISES 

By C. L. Lettey 

"Billy Bunter groaned" . How many t i.mes have we read t hese words 
in the Magnet! " Yarooh!" yelled Bunter. "If you please , si ~" 
mumbled Bunter . 

Pleas e note the words - groaned; yelled; mumbled; Tho fat Owl 
is up for a caning . "Oh crikey" moaned Bunter. He tries to escape th e 
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wmth of Quelch: " I didn't - I never - • wailed Bunter. Notice t he 
simple words expressing his agony; moaned; wailed . None of these 
out of place. 

I have hearo it said that the bes t writings of Frank Richards 
appeared long Bl§>• True it is that nothing can go on for ever. Pl ota 
may have worn thin. But have you realised the weal th of 1hese little 
expressive words still being used in the lat es t Bunter Books? Simple 
yet apt words surroun:ling William George Bunter at every turn of his 
speech. What would he be without b.iB hooting and gurgling , his babbl ing 
snddmckling? llow s ilent the dormitori es without his r everberant 
snoring! The old oorridors without 1he grunting and gasping as he 
hurries by! But such things oould never be . These words clothe him 
with hal1' his !rumour. 

The other day I was going t hrough a Cassells Bunter Book 1hat 
was written not so l ong ago. I wondered how many of these expressive 
noises sti ll adhered to our fanous fat man. Like his layer s of fat 
they nestled in abmdance aroond him. I do not claim the li s t to be 
exhaus tive. It is relative to one Bunter Book. Nonethel ess a sur 
prising variety: Gurgled, Yelled, Stuttered , Wailed, Hooted, Gasped , 
Howled, Babbled, Breathed, Bawled , Chuckled, Stammered, Groaned , 
Mumbled, Squeak ed, Moaned, Hissed , Shrieked, Snorted, Grunted, Purred , 
Burbled, Jeered, Snapped. 

Readers may bring to mind o1her characteristic sounds made by 
our fat friend in other days . I have limited the above list to 1he 
verbs that express W. G. B' s utterance s . I have not included th ose 
which surround his eat ing proclivities such as "Munched" am "Crunched" 
and "Gobbled" which may interest some future investig ator . 

* * • * * 
TOM MERRY & CO IN IRELAND 

The br eath of Ould Oireland in th e ai r thi s month cause s us to 
l ook around to find out whether eny of t he Ha:t:ilt on stories were 
centred in th e lruld of the Shamrock. The only one we can fir:d is "Tom 
Merry & Co in Ireland", publi shed in tm Gem in August, 1912 . This 
sto ry was uniqu e , in 1hat the entir e sumner vac ation was covwed in 
a single yarn, 

Fattf Wynn was Sj!asi ck on 1he t rip across from Holyhead to 
Kingsto wn \ they call il(Dun Laoghai r e today). Fatty provided great fun, 
but he was in th e fashion . Plenty of peopl e are ill whm crossing the 
Irish sea , evm in 1960 whm t he ships are fitted with stabilisers , 

Gussy went shopping in Grafton Street, still the Oxford Stre et of 
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Dublin, The chums soueht the G"'!"n of Coll ege Green, unsucces sf'ully, 
They climbed too Nelson Column, sti ll standing today in a ll its 
majes ty because, so they say, Nelson had so many Irish sailors a t 
Trafal g:,r . They talked to a policeman, who answered th em in th e"tleep 
and rolling accent of Tipperary." The-/ cros sed the Liffey by a hand
some bridge , and they strolled along too impressive Sackville Stre et . 
They rode on a tram ( the le s t tram ran in Dublin quite a few years 
back) to Ball s bridge, where the y attended th e famous Dublin Horse Show 
and Gussy bec,,me the hero of the hour by stopping and riding a re 
fractory horse . They finished up by going to a oomlry Review at 
Phoenix Park. 

This was one of those delig htful inconsequent ial stories , th e 
charm of which made t he Gem the most popular school s t ory paper on the 
stalls in those f~ff . days. It wns omi ttod when the Gem offered 
its reprint s. By t he n,ne t een-thirties, Dublin had bocome tm capital 
of t he Irish Free Stat e , but th e tale; sui teb ly edited, could still 
have made e. delightful inter lud e for the schoolboy of twenty - five 
years ago . 

• • • • • 
G!l>IS OF l!AJ>lILTONIANA 

They like d Alonzo~ Everybody l iked Alonzo! His socie ty was 
l iable to pall , af t er a time, perhaps! Possib ly h~ was ra ther a 
bore! Certainly he was aa ass , Still, a fellow could not help 
liJdng him, 

Alonzo was r a ther lik e Peter in l ooks - in fact, very much like 
him. But he was a meeker nnd mild er editi on of Poter. He had o sweet 
smile s\¥:h as was never seen on Toddy's visage. He had a mld voice 
unlike Peter ' s hefty tone s , And he preferred dra\lghts, as a game, to 
cricket or f ootball - which was -very unlike Peter indeed . In more 
strenuous moment s Alonzo had pla yed croquet! But dr auents was his 
game! 

• i * ... 
"I feel very much ala.med,• murmured Miss Fawcett . "Oh , Ton,ny 

denr, I vish you were not going on tbis dreadful expedition, Suppose 
someone should be shooting at his landlord, and hit you by mistake." 

"That ' s all right. Iri sllllen are good shots, " said Blake, 
"You need not be alarmed, MisS Fawcett," said Mr. Dodds, re

maining graw vi th an ef fort, "There is really no shooting in the 
s tre ets of Dublin, I have been there, Miss Fawcett." 

The QOod old lady bri ghten':'.' up. 
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"Ah, you have trav elled in Dublin, Mr. Dodds?" she asked, 
speaking of that great city much as if it were the Rocky Mountains or 
the Caribbean Is land s . 

* * * * * 
If you have a favourite G.9'! OF l!AHl1TONIANA you are invited to 

copy it on a sheet of paper and post it to the Editor. Your item may 
be taken from any Hamilton story of any period , but th e title of the 
story IIIU8t be indicated, and the extract IIIU8t be short. 
A selection of read ers I iteos will be published shortly, 
and a special BOOK PRIZE will be awarded to the sen der 
of the item which tickles tre F.di tor ' s fancy the 111011t. 

• * * * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVEllSIAL 

( In this series Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of 
int eres t to students of t he Hamilt on papers . He gives 
his own views superficially. If you will write to him, 
expressing your opinions on th e topics he discuss es , he 
will summarise reade r s • views in a future issue . ) 

NO. 40. CONTACT! 

Over a number of years, the Nelson Lee Library 
presented a feature under th e het.ding "Between Ourselves" 
in which, ostensib ly at ony rate, the aut hor of the 
stories excht11ged views with his readers. Ther e see1>6 no 
reason to doubt that this feature was personally conduc
ted by Mr. Brooks , and if one treats the matt er with some 
reserve it is due t o the fac t that we know the methods of 
the A.P. edi to ri.al offices in those da.ys. 

Ernie Carter, one of our gifted Australian contri 
butors, referred to "Between Ourselves" in his exce llent 
article in last year ' s Annual. In a further article, 
one t hat will be r ead .,i th keen inter es t by Lee fans, in this year's 
Annual, he makes a shrew analysis of the ool\xm,., and it provides 
fascinating reading. 

This , of course, i s nothing to do with llamiltoniana, but Mr. 
Carter canment s that "even the ~\ne)let, Gem and Union Jack could mke 
no claim to such a friendly touch between author and r eader. They had 
Editor's Chats but never an Author ' s Page.• 

Which brings me to the point of "Contact l" I asked myself 
'!b.!'.t.b.!!.!:: .... !M.~~.t .. !W.f! .. Q~ ... ).!Q,IM.\l .... OO.:v:!l .... ll~!!~.fit!lll . .ll.Y.:_M,.,A,11t.llll.r..'..Ji..l:.ilO:IL ..... 
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in t he same way that the Nelson Lee benefited fr om "Between Ourselves ." 

To reach any ooncl usion, i t was necessary to become famili ar vith 
"Between Ourselves ," and in r ecent weeks I have r ead through several 
dozens of Mr, Brooks' chat s, It is obvious, of course, t hat the im
pact on an adult , in a new "€" , i s probably quit e different f rom t he 
impact the feature made on a school boy of th e "twenti es ,• 

The inescapab l e impressio n t hat I obtain ed was t hat tha author 
was editing the paper , If my impression i s correct t o any degree , I 

should think i t not a good thing for the paper. The 
Duke of Wellington was an excellen t sold ie r but an in
differ ent sta t esman. 

Admittedl y, the col= conta ined a fair deal of 
interest for the youthful Leei t e , but there is a sense of 
repet iti on as t he months vent by . One i s reminded 
irr esis tibly of the Hinton editorials , There is the 
print ing of l et t er s of criticism run abuse, pres\Jll1'bly 
intended to rouse th e ire of the l oyal reader. There is 
the boy who st ar t ed his l etter "Dear Fathead.• 

There are frequmt li ttle homilies , the faceti ous 
bit s of by-p lay, the ponderous chunks of advic e, "Your 
excuse f or your bad writing is that you burned your 
fin8er s , I •ve heard that one before ,• 

The adverti sing is bl atant - the Monster Library, 
for instance, i s pl ugged to death; th e St , Frank' s 
Le88110 is put over in a stream of printer's ink, Reason
abl e in an Editorial , it seems ta st el ess in an Author' s 
Page . 

Surely , the aut hor must have felt embarrassment at 
having to co11111ent enthusiastically, week after week, on 
his own sto ries. Surely some readers must have been em
barr ass ed by i t , t oo, 

Was i t fair to an auth or t o expect b.iJII to deal vi th 
readers • letters in this way? Boys who write to the 

aut hor of th eir favourit e stories , even when they are encoun,ged to do 
so, are obvious ly in a minor ity - sometimes a noisy and unrepresen t ative 
minority , Is i t not, therefor e, "likely that an auth or mey find him
self infl uenced in his work by that minori ty'I 

Mr, Brooks himself sums up this danger very prac tically whm be 
vri tes as fo llows, in l at e 1925: "During t he week I' ve come to a 
decision , Or, t o be more exact, the Edi tor am I have come to a 
decision , From now mwards we'r e going to pl an storie s etc, entirely 
2~],".!'s • ..... In .other . wordsLall _you r eaders are left_ out .in fue .• cold -
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you won't have rmy voic e at a ll . 

"That sounds a bit grim, doesn 't it? And it ' s mant to be grim , 
The Editor and I are so jolly grim that our only cours e is to come out 
with a bold statement , !'laturally , he ' s l eft it to me. In a nut she ll, 
we' re both fed up with the present state of af~ . llo're confused 
t oo - absol ut ely berlld ered. 

"And why thi s thusne ss? Well, for many months - ever s ince tr.i s 
' Between Ourselves ' of mine :!tarted, - :,ou read er s have been suggesting 
things . With so mmy contrad icto ry sugges ti ons , we!ve juggled with them 
during th ese months , and t he stori es have been written according to the 
majority vote, Well , what ' s hllppened? Jealousy! Rank, green j ealousy ! 
We' ve ple ased l ot s of r eaders, but we'v e disple ased lots of othe rs, The 
discon t ented ones wouldn't have sai d a thing if the Editor and I had be
en sole ly re sponsi ble fo r tha chsngos , But i t' s a di ff erent thing when 
th ose changes were br ought about by f ell ow- readers. 

"My most successful yams wore those I wrote with out any 
s~s ti ons fron readers. And I'm going back to tmt pol icy ," 

Mr. Brooks ' s~ up contains tha soundest of common- sens e, He 
hod discove red a weakne ss in the poli cy of "Between Ourscl ves" which 
should have been obvious to tha editori al direction from the first , 

I an prepar ed to believe that an Author' s Page may have benefited 
the Lee - that r eaders deligh ted in that contac t be tween t hom:ael ves and 
their author. 

But I do not believe that a similar pl an would have bene fi tcd t he 
l·ltJ8rlet or the Gem. I think th at the Hamil ton papers l ost nothing by 
the aura of 11\)'Stery which always surrounded th eir author. My enjoyment 
of a film is not increased by having the trick photography explained to 
me. 

I cannot imagine Frank Richards ever having the time or th e in
cl ina ti on f or a read er s • col umn cornucted by himself - and I ru:, thank
ful t hat he never attempted i t. 

It ' s just my point of vie w! What' s yours? 

* * * * * 

NO, 38. ti' , THE ag!OCU 

~er~~ ~;~::, ff~~~ ~~{~!~a~eo~1~~~!~!:s 2~n~~:t~S:~::;?! 
su:rlea or cr icket - m coq,ar tng them with tbe accurate a deta il ed descr lpttons In 
the yams of Jotr, Nlx Pentelow. PersonallY I think iba t Hr. HmUton •s wrlttnae on the 
creat am:-er asme became more mature ttrqh the year s . Certatnl.y , Jn the wry earl,y 
c1a1s or Ute cem. tbere WI.I'e s t.cri es or crldu 1t z:atobes llltl1ch were rea.l)y rmtaatlc to 



211~--~------------~------t hl s:b oolboY 11lnd - tllltdl IBdt thl wbole , 1tuatt on reall7 l aughable. Gem. No. 15 (1907) ' Tbt St. Jl.m•a C\raie• , probably izentloned ror Uw ttrat Ua the: extst.enc, of Gre7tr tar1 School, wben °'ef Tt1lted St. Jim'• tor a cricket match. Cap~ln of the a i de NBS a Ceorge Yerke , 1lh> pla,ed a Pcn,onby of UM ~ per Flt th l.o bl1 tle nn. (Stn11ge boilll lbes e boya were neorer oenUoned ln the Creytrlar s yams appear lnc a 71ar l at.er.) To get t.helr Ollll back, St. Ju:>•1 pllYld the curate ln tbl lr s tdl, Here NN 
I.be scores: 

Greytrt ars 1 It lmlnp: All out ln 15 atnui u f er o. 
s, . Jim' • U t lnnt,ws: 100 for o, declar"ed 1n 15 alnut t1 , 
Crt1frlC'I 2nd lmlnp: All out rcr o , ln 10 minutes. 
ResUlt or mtcb: Bt. JI.m's won b7 an IMlncs and 100 runs. 

It ta , or cou.rat, possible tor tbe awN scores to happen, but io '1f kncllfled&t er crtct et It --.i.ld take tbe Au1tra.1l &M plutnc aaatna.t a llndergar&.en X1 to do tt . 

~t~1f~!.ae~~ oo~.:1:'!ieh~~a:r:rno~1!:~~I~~ ~~~!5H~~~~!·rer:..:nc, to crt clc.,t , b1,:t a., an ardent enttl.L11u t (an:i player} I pass ed tbese by. eo.ner , I ....i disagree with readers ~o adl:ltred J . H, Pente lOIII (MO was nner tbe ed it.or or •nw Crl ~ ete.r-). Hts stcrt es credtttd jts1lcr 1 with '1"0(llglous scores , and though C?Drl es Kamllt.on1s 7ams often re.suited 1n a la.1t-wlcket or one-run l'tcto17, and there "9.1 alwa,a a eloutl ess sk)' (we •c.l1ldn't bffG It other.l at) , the atD:>spbere, aa you aar . as alwa:rs perfect, 

~ : t think 7Cll lade 701.r point very et t ectl nly. You: wrtu •Far DION ~ 

:Z,.nttve.~ ~=-fu: :: :~ '=:..':~!!~:10~\!' C::~~ :;~ ~~ gi:i:U~1\&bi AU ltlggl eton In Ptdall ck PapU'I , o! t.be cricket mt.ch 1n George l"leredlth' • ' £Tan R.vrtngtc..n" Md or the 1klcb dt Sel lneourt' • •nie cr teut tta.tdl•, a t.n.111 wcadert\11 at«T wl t h woodertul charact.e.rtntlon and atmospbere, 

fa~~ ~:r~. :.a:~c.!n~:~,~~=.~::n:r..1nt~ '~~qu=:o!:i;, i1~~(1J~·r· 
ttnd tha t offr- lq descriptions t en e • oold and baNd s tltt. I not.le~ thls p.arttcular l.J' In the subst itute st<>r7 ' School an::I Spor ts• , tllhere at the beg lm lng of the tale thert 11 a descr;tptton or, t think, a root.ball match, cow rtne at>oui } pages. I 
soon put tN.t book dl:>wn, bell e" •· to my m.100, notl'ltnc c.in bel.t.er a genuine KaDllto s c.«y 'lflere I gac,e or ert ckte. or t ootllall It carered In mybe Jun a paae or nen a re p~hs , J"ft leave tbe reader ent irely In \he picture as to ftt ha.I acne on. Wtu, plenty of tine ataosphere , t oo. 

!~tV~~: I ;:;ii;: ~~e:.:.~~sd: !!r«;4 ,.!~ '::',=. Q~~s~!~~~~~ First wert near )¥ always tro11 Wtncate •s boot, alXI It ts str qe hCM' all th e mtn 
eharacters were centre t on.arda - TOCI Ke.rTy, Whnrt.on, Silver , Wing ate , Kildare , eio. ()'ie or tfll:> sp r>rts atorlea I found a ltttl e IJTl t.at.lng. •squ ttr or th e Remow• In 1937 Holl &.)' Ann.w. presented a miraculous crlcktt t r, bett.er U\M Wharton or Sml\hy at bat t.ln&, and tb e equal or lnkJ at ~u,-. Arter bt1 ttr s t ~tul pm: , he toot hla noroai pl ace In th• Remove ll, Boaner , tb e Bertie Vernon aeri es wa, ttrs~l aaa tcr cricke t, anct there was a grand ai.td't In •Soct Kat or the Rem::ive• (1937) .. e perfect plet.tr e or e aut:1!£r efte moon , wtth 11wl.Y enterta tntrc the girl .a, and SmlthY• a uaual scOtlll a., Ms wicket .,.t cio.,. Atcw>aJ)here m,d chlracterls atl on more it.an CBde up tor alnor faults. 
HARRY BRC§'Jtft: We a.iat not l ose a llh t ot the tact. thlt Charl es Hacillton was rtttnc .. , '"M'-' .MM-~·,-~' , .. _ , __ ... _,,,, ........... 6 .. - - -- ·--- .. ,-- .. -·-"'""'- ... - ......... _,, _ ___ __ _ _ 



.... , ............ , ..................................................................................... 212 .......................................... , .............. .............................. . 
ror an age group whtd\ did n~ WSlt det ail s or each over. As trlc FO)'ne says , t he 
atoosphere or th e gat:e was pertect )y irese nted, am the aut hor was well supported by 
th e equallY perfe ct Ulustratloos or c . H. Chapimn and R. J . Hacdonald. The sports 
conte s t In th e Gem, to ,·,tJ:lch Eric referred, was a serie s by a substitute wrlter. There 
was als o a series , where t he Creyrrtars Recxrte ran a tow- or th e southern countie s , and 
t f.hlnk thi s was tn the Popular. All right tor Ulose vtlo wmt a tull report or eac.h 
over em each ball b<.#fled, pos iti ons or fielders , bowli~ anal.yst s. All r igh t r cr th e 
crttlc ffio l tkes t o read or Ule •pass out to t~l ett wing,• • t he centre f rom t he right•, 

• orrst de tr ~ps" - all t he jargon we expect from newspaper report ers . Charles R0011lton 
gaw you Just enol.gh to nnte the yarn pala tabl e. and you d Id not need to be an expert 
to enjoy It . 

I , personal lY, would hove lik ed less vagueness In his teami . F'or Instance, one 
Gem story gave ire t o WK1ers tand U\ot F'lgglns was last f!'l3l'I. 1n r~ St. J tt1•s Jmlor XI. 
Ceorge Figgins . next to Tom tti!rry and Talbot, maybe th e best bat In th e lower school. 
Another littl e thing l'tlich tntrtgu ed m - of all th e characters or C'barl es Raollton, at 
my ot h1s schools, was th ere ever a l ert-h.nooed batsmn or bowler? Can anyone meit loo 
ore? Or does tt mat ter? Also , ,ti:y d id cost or the crick et matches l'eve t.o be flJOn by one 
tul , by t.1¥! la.st mn ln , er the- decld trc goal ha'Ve to be put tn tn the B9th minute by tl'1e 
hero or tlle curren t )"alT)? 

(UP, ll!E OCHoct.. has tE-ought in mere letters thal any prevloo a Contro'fers t al, A n.rtrer 
sel ecti on or readers ' v iews on thi s toptc will appear tn our next Issue, rn. l ............................................ 
WOlLO ca.ux:TOB§ with copies or Popular , Cem, u. J., 8,F, Llb , Schoolgirl s ONl Library , 
kliii& hel p me with data t or 1Zf catalogue s . All letters answered, 
A, J, S(XJll!'AAY, P, 0, BOX 4, BtA(X)M;FIELO, CAP£ PROV!IC£, SMH AFRICA • ................................. , ................... ~ ............................................................................... , ... ~ ................. ., .............................................................................. . 
WANTED to col!ll l et e set, s.o .L, 58. Also Soys Friend Green tUn .. 762, 764, 780, 1ol,2, 
~1264 , 1294 to 1~. Nelson Lee Old serte s ... OW)St num>ers betore 129. 
TOH PCfiTlll, Oil> FIELDS, CRJJLEY HEATH, ST;..FFS. 

~: Chums Annuals 1919 ... 1921; Soy• s Otll AMuals , Vols. XLt - LI tncluslve . Also 
oilier boys anooals or sa.u:c period. orr ers er enquiri es: 
ADVERTISER, 82. FCt.£Y ROAD wmr, STREEtLY, SUTTON COLDFIELD • ................ , ..... , ...... , ............................................. ~ ............................. ,- , ............... ., ........................... , ...................................... , .. , ......................................... .. 
~ : 100 dttf erent Whole Wcrld 1/-; ltlgnttl er t,1; Tweezers 9di Prtce List one
~ey Packets Freel Postal exchanges or Staai,s , 11a.tdlbox labels, Cigare tt e Cards , 
etc. • arran ged. Entry Fee 2/6d. P.1rt1cut ars s.a.e . from 
C. I>Ga:, 99 , BAILEY 8RJOO£ ROAD, BRAINTREE, ESSEX • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

SP.Ex:IAL NOTICE 

Owing to the August Holi days, "Collec t or s ' Digest" will go to 
pr ess next mont h a few deys ear lier than usual. It will be of great 
assistance if Contributors, Secr eta ri es run Advert isers wi ll kindly 
srod 1tteir mat erial to r each the F.ditor by the 18Ul July , or ear li er 
if possibl e. 

* * * * • 
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Lee Cofumn 
(Conducted by JACK liOOD1 328 Stockton Lane, Yorl<.) 

Two articles this month, both Ml of inter est for regular St. 
Frank ' s read ers, Next month I hope to includ e onot hcr in Charles 
Churchill ' s series of articles . 

THE HUMOUR OF E. S. BROO<S 
by R. J . Godsave 

It is interestin6 to cocpare the huc,orous vein in the writi"89 
of various authors . Some depend on funny actions of characters to 
11Duse their read ers, whil s t otmr s , incll>lill8 E. S. Bro oks, have a 
more gm tle type of ln.oour. 

"llembling at Wembley" O,S, 522 of the llelsoo Lee is an 8111USing 
account of Handforth being smitten vi 1h !he chan,s of a vai tre ss in one 
of the restaUl'tlllts at t!B Wembley Exhibi ti.on, The waitress turn s out 
to be a married woman, Md had Handy been observan t as his broth er 
Willy, "'10 pointed out the ring on her fingsr , he would have saved 
making an ass of himself. 

With the inclusion of young la dies as Lord Dorriemore' s guests 
on his yacht during the Sllllllller holidays, Brooks invariably took the 
oppor tunity to have sane li8ht-hearted fun . In the "Treasure of 
El Saf ra" series O.S. 21) - 220, Bandforth got rather sweet on Violet 
Watson , Md by his habit of hanging around her simply asked for his 
le g to be pulled . With the dusk of t oo falling night, ai ded by a 
slight disgui se and a borrowed frock of Viole t Watson' s , Pitt success
Mly impersooated this young lady and led llandforth on with slZlh a 
speed that within a f ew minutes of their conversation together, Randy' s 
nerve wmt to pieces when the spurious Violet offared to le t him kiss 
her. 

la the "Pe tticoat Rule" series O.S. 390 - 4(1/, there was th e 
occasion of the Remove fom-mi s tress !liss Teezer ' s in troductioo to the 
REmove. Pitt , asked by Miss Teezer what hi s !lll!De W88 , replied "Reggie" 
Md vas colllJ)l imented on being a gocld littl e boy vi th a nic e n1111e. Then 
C8J:l8 an incidmt of a powder puff , having been heavily dosed vi t h 
pepper and placed within the fom-<Distress •s desk, which she used wit h 
t elling effect after sane flattering CO!Opliments paid to her by the 
boys . ··········------·-·····----···---·--------·--·---------· 
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!lot all the humour is oormected with the opposite sex , as in ihe 

series when Pitt fir s t ceme to St, Frank ' s O.S. 170- 177, Handfar t h , 
fo r a brief period, became captain of the Remove ar:d considered it his 
dut y to warn Sta.rim, th e sixth fom prefect, that bullying must st op. 
Nobody else but llan:!forth would ever dre!ID of going to Starke ' s study 
s ingl e- handed. Natural l y Handforth emerged fr om the s tul y somewhat of 
a wreck , and was l eft lying on the fl oor of the passage . On his return 
to the Remove quarters, he was asked rather needlessly , by Watean , if 
anything was t he matt er, wher e-upon Jlandforth , with bi tt er sarcasn , 
imformed him he had done it himself. At a subsequa1t meeting the 
Remove captain asked th e fellows to l ook at his face , whereupon Nipper 
innocently asked Handforth if he had just found out what a silly ass he 
was and punched his own face by way of a change. 

These are a few incidents in some of ih e old se r ies of the Nel son 
Lee and give some in dication of ihe humor ous side of E. S. Brooks . 

* * * * * 
Elll/ARD OSWALD !!AlffiFOR'lll 

By H. Chapman 

The one and only "Handy". In my opinion the most amusing 
characte r in the best stor ies fo r boys ever to appear in a boys ' paper. 
(ll.L.L. Old Series) . Miles in fron t of Bunter and Gussy, one wonder s 
why he has been allo wed to di S11ppear ,milo t hey carry on. 

He appeared in th e first St , Frank 's stories (N.L.L. No. 112) , 
al though not so prominent as he became l at er. 

Rath er ugly, aggr esi ve , noisy , cl umsy ani usually a compl ete ass, 
he still had many good qualities , Very true to his friends when not 
punching th eir noses (poor Church and McClur e) very generous !!'ld good 
hearted . In spite of being such a chump, he al ways seemed to dl oose 

. the ri€h t side in a dispute , oometimes agai nst all the evid ence, 
Had a great weakness fo r t he girls , especial l y Irene Manners and 

was al ways ext ra cl \llllSy and awward in t hei r company. I must say Ire ne 
seemed to return hi s re ea:rd, 

He always had a grouse over sooiething. Alth ough goalk eeper in 
th e Junio r te am, he would rather have been contra forward. As the best 
batsman in -the cri cket te am, he should have opened the innings instead 
of being No. 4 or 5, Am, of course , he was a good bowler , but they 
wouldn't l et him bowl, (Not vontl..Igto see anyone ki ll ed) , and he really 
should have been captain of tm Remove, Whil e admitt i ng Nipper was 
almost a Superman, he th ought he was just a littl e bette r, I t was only 
jealousy kept him out, 



·-""·-·-····--·-····--.. -... ·-··· ····· ··-·······-'-•······-· 215·-.. ·---------·"·-·· ···-----··-- · .. ·---
Perh!!l>s his biggest delusi on, however, was ttiat he fancied him

self cut out for detective ><>rlc, although really the wrld' s wors t; 
strange to sey he of t en stumbled on ttie truth by occident even before 
Nelson Lee, nlt hough he would never admit it vss luck, 

He l ed Church !llJ! McClure a terrible dance at times, but they 
were very fom of him and loyal to him, an:! very rar ely did they re bel. 
Life was very s tr enuous in Stu!y D. 

In the later stories he took up rather too much of the limol~t 
an:I we., almost lo st sigh t of other boys, suoh as Sir Montie, Tomny 
Vatsoo, Christine, Fatty Little, etc , Even Nipper had to tslce a back 
seat. 

This was r ather unwise, as one can have ix)o much even of a good 
thing, Still , Bunter dominated the later "Magnets• in th e same 1my, 
an:! ix)wards the end the "Gem" was nearly all "Gussy". 

AB I said at tile beginnin,: , "Handy" was a splendi d character. 
llhat a pity his adventures are over! 

******•••·························· 
Sexto n Blake Today 

COVER STORY 
by Frank Unwin 

\/hat ere the six best covers since the "Nev Lock"? Well, at the 
outset, let me ilake it perfectly clear ttiat , as a great admirer of Eric 
Parker ' s work , the t-, o covers specia lly designed by that artist for the 
novels "! Cold Night for Murder• by Martin Thomas, and Rex Dolphin's 
"Guilty Party!" were, for me, tie most attractive. 

But, these two apart , there have been many excellent covers. I t 
i s difficult to choose th e best . AB far as I am concerned, you may 
koep thos e covers depicting under-dressed, over-curvaceous females. 
Consequently, none of these c11ne inw my reckoning wh<11 I sorted out 
my final twelve. Fortunate ly of late, we have not sem ao many of t hese, 
and there is no doubt ttiat most of tile pr esent cover s are botti arresting 
and plaasi.ng. 

So, after a great deo.l of deliberation, I decided the t nunber one 
pride of place must go to V. S. Greenhalgh' s superb piece of work for 
that grand s tory , "Passport into Fear", by W. Howard Baker . How nice, 
too, u, find a good old Briti sh name! This appears to be his only 
effort for tm S,B,L. More's the pity! For my secom I decided on 
"Desert _Intri_gw,:_ l!J James si. •. anot her epic, ,"the ... artiat . of ... this ..... __ 
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appealing cover being Caraselli , Thirdly, one that has always delight 
ed !!le - Jnck Trevor Story's"Shc Aidt Got No Body'', De Seta was respon 
sib le f or this cover, and it is most pleasing . 

I could not possibly le ave out tba opic from the pen of Peter 
Saxon, "The Sea Tigers " , dr awn by do Gaspari. So this is my fouri'.h , 
a1ld t ho sto ry exceeded even the promise of the exce llent cover. For 
my fifth, I have chosen a cover by Olivetti for another of Mo.rtin 
Thomas' novols, "Fear ie My Shadow", Nothing flashy about t his, but 
most effective in its simplicit-1 , lly sixth and f:in.11 choice is a joint 
effort from t ho brushe s of Symeoni ani Marc Ston e , covering "Espre sso 
Jungle" by ii. · Howard Baker . Marc Ston e' s share in this, the fnce of 
Soxton Blal<e, is , in ny opinion , far superio r to the rest of tho 
picture , but , combined, 1hoy make a very fine cover . 

\/ell, th at ' s my cover story . You will all have your differ ent 
views, and f ew, for a certainty , will agree with my selections. Got 
out your Blakes nm sec! And then what about ll1'i ting to the editor 
of the C.D. giving your opini ons? 

NEi/ SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARIES 
JUNE IS3\JES - Reviewed by ilnlt er Webb. 

MAfl ON THE RUJI! (No, 453).. . ........... .ARTHUR KIRBY 

Framed on a murder charge, and slamned into 11 Spanish gaol. Such 
is Splas h Kirby's lot. Fortuna t e for him he could count aroongs t his 
fri€flds Sexton Blake, With his uncanny aptitude for wriggling out of 
tight comera , Blake found this an asset in helping Kir\!y out of his 
own predicament, Then, it was not only one man on the run, but two! 
Fran Spain , into Pcitug,,J., and sc into Algier s , 

There is a woc,an involved. Where has Splash Kirby gone , but that 
a representative - am a beautiful one at that - of too opposite sex 
has not hlld her f oototeps following cl ose in the wake of his ollll.? Or, 
more often, vice versa . 

To furtoor her own ends - the appropriation of tr easure buried by 
the Nazi Government Mission in its hurried flight from Nort h Africa, in 
November 1942 - Gabrielle Darrienux held tile columnist in a fim grip . 
Yet it was in Kirby ' s that she died. It is the latter'3 experience , 
told in his own words , but too novel is Arthur Maclean ' s . Is further 
recommendation necessary':' Rating .. Very Good 

DESIGN FCR VlllGEAIICE .......... . ·-· .. ..... MARTH/ TIIOMAS 

Or land o Dante is not the first criminal to have come out of 
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Sexton Bloke, llor is he th e only = to have taken i t upon himse lf' to 
plot the dete ctive ' s downfall by discrediting him in tbs eyes of his 
fellow men. Dante I s scheme succeed s to the exten t that Blake f aces tile 
jo intly lnnil i ating charges of blackmail and murder . I t is an in
convenience which Bloke accepts with 1iiat characteris tic calm ve have 
come to regard as an essential pert ot bis make-up . 

A vengeful artist and bis beautiful bl onde model are rEDinded ot 
the wisdom ot ths old maxim "crime does not paj" vmn opposed to an 
equally verij!eful detective am his bl oode and no les s beautiful 
sec:retazy • 

Writ ten in Martin Thomas' bes t vein , am of wider appeal than 
his previous novel, this , I confident ly predict , will bo well re ceived , 

Rating _·······- -- .... Yery Good 

G!l'IBRAL COMMUITARY 
~ : This mterpri sing section of the S.B.L. offe rs in teresting 
reading this conth . Keith Chapman commmts on the sugge s ted change 
from the present S. B.L. fonna t t o that of the pocket -book papel'-backs 
of the Pan and FontMa types, In a critical surve y, the writer con
siders the advanteges ard disadvantages of such an undertaking , and 
although he gives f our fav ourab le reosons for such a move as agninst 
three unf avourabl e , tlE latter coll ecti vely constitute a l!lllCh s tronge r 
reoson for s~ put . llheo one reoslls what DE:l'ECTIVE WEEXLY did , 
or rather , fail ed to do - for Bl ake whm taking up the reins from the 
UNIOO JACK, one is inclined to doubt the wisdom of such a move, unles s 
the situati on demandsd such a risk being taken. Aro a risk i t cert ai nly 
would be, idth the odds on Blake ' s survival being by no means in his 
favour. 

Martin Thomas gi ves an !lllphatic and convincjng reply to the 
eccuser , Miss Sardra Hall , over an al leged major erro r , but now 
Margaret Cook takes up the atteck and the auth or is back on t he de
fensive again, But not alon e, fo r a lad$ re si ding i.n Kingston , Jamai ca, 
prai ses the novel 11hich has prompted w ch cri t ici ,.. from two other 
members of her sex. 

On the Blakianaooutroversy, Robert w. Story , of CMBda, gives a 
SMC end well -balancsd revi ew of th e situation as ho sees i t , and 
voic es the thoughta which must be uppermost in the minds of pr ec tically 
all Bl~ e lovers . In particular, !Ir. Story' s last paragraph wms up 
ttie si tuati on in a nutshell , ,.,,.., .. __ ...... ,. ... __ _ ,,,,,...,.,.,N,,.,.,.,,_, ,.,, .. ,.,,,_ __ ,,,_ .. ,., .. _ , ___ ,,,,.._ ............... ................................................ ,., ...... ... 
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GEORGE !lARSDEN PLUMMm ••.• LEXJN KES!'REL. From Worcester the fonner ' s 
return is welcomed and Kestrel ' s would be, could it be arranged. But 
the maste~er was an incredib l e sor t of character relying princi
pally on his skill of disguise and abili ty as an actor to further his 
ends . The disguise cania was rif e among Blake euthors in the old do.ys; 
they would not ge t away with it now. Besides , no author .-ould be abl e 
to handle Kes trel as his creator , Jack Lewis did , so I think, albeit 
reluctan tly, that the idea should be shelved. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: Caroselli agnin supp l ies the cover designs, that of 
t:o. 453 being quite good . 

* ********************************** 

ODDS A!ID E N DS 

by Gerr;y Alli son 

'lllE B.O.P . Al!D ALL THOSE, Continu ing his memories in "The Methodist 
Recorder' ', J ohn EJ;,,orth ~ t es : "While, as I said last week , we 
Methodist childr en of long ag:, were careful ly shiel ded from t he wick
edness of the llagnet, the Gem an:! the Doy' s Friend , we were pos it ively 
encouroged to read the Boy' s Own Pape r. 

In thos e days it hrul a rather dull orange -co loured cove r am its 
editor was a Dr. Gordon Stables, R.N. who had an invincible belief in 
the virtu es of co ld ba th s and l ong walks. He wrote , I remamber, an 
interminab l e serial called "From the Slums to ~ e Quar ter -Deck" - and 
that was what it was all abou t. It was wearisome in its moralising 
and rather nausea ting in its condescension to the poor boy from the 
slums . 

Modernised and freshened up , the B. O.P. still l ives, but I im
agine it must feel the competi tion of the Rev. Harcus Morris ' s Eagl e 
pretty keenly ." 

Ai!Ol'l!ER BLUEBELL. Many thanks to Stan Smith and others for putting JOO 

on to the source of ' Bye-bye , Blu ebell '. One other Bluebell to ><hom 
I sai d bye-bye with th e gre ate st possible regret was Blueb ell Joy. Who 
does not r ecall the delightful stories of Bonnie Bluebe ll the Fai ry 
Schoel-girl and her friend Frank of page 2 of the Rainbow? What was 
Frank's surname by the way? 

THE YffiK IBSTIV AL. I shall be visiting Yorl< on June 18th to mer Ralp h 
Kilicpatrick play Scarlatti in the Church of St. Michael - le-Belfrey , and 
after t he concert I shall make my way to the Cemetery where li es the 
remains of t he man who has brought so much happin ess into my life and 
tha t of hundreds of others - Herbert Leckenby . ....................... .......... - ......... , ...................... .. 



.............................. ____ , ___ ,,,,_, __ , .. , ................. 219 "'"'"'""" """""""""""'""""""'"""- """" """""'""""-""" 

OLD BOY!/' BOOJ< (}LUB 
Neet.Jng held JOth Hay, 196o 

It Nil anticipated that a Ml custer or :iect>er! wcul d att end tti t s Annual General 
Neettng, whtch was an l~rtant tncentln tt the novelty or a new club rooo was er no 
account . is It was, ele<ren of the stalwarts ttrned up, 1beN WOUld haw been twelw 
onl1 Tom Porter (the Club ts proUd of tbe tact thbt he ts nCM' a totll co\l'ICtll cr) could 
not get 9lllaJ' tram bts new orrtc lal duties ln ttme. Jobl Tomlinson has not r"eCOYered 
from h19 spell 1n hospital and Joe t'iarat.on was otherwise detained , so we were shcrt or 
tt-.~ t~ Jl;r!.fl" "e'!Oers al.so. Nevertheless , the eleven CM) did ccme along to tb e new 
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headquarters In f.dlamd Stree t 
haQ a very enJQJable ni ght as 
apart from th e ort lcl el buslnes.s 
"1 1<:h ..ent orr wit.bout MY 
'h itch\ we were entertained Sn 
h is OM1 arm i ng aeyle by Ted 
Davey. Hts talk. 1lllS •Wby he 
liked Greytrtan• . He me.tntalned 
that Greytrl ara was tbe beat. 
knOJl'n of al l t lo tional acl'lool5. 
~ stories bad more than t he 
eustccar, share or !uDour , 
F'rm,k Rtchards • ~Uab ,es per
fect 5ld he thought coul<J noi be 
beaten. 'n'le various eharact.e~ 
tsa t ton were , bJ :"9l1Scr. ot lhe lr 
contrast s, ot the nx>st intere s ting 
Standards . Ted quoted Quelcb, 
Prou t and ~. J..ockl, Ho,soo md 
Ca;iper amongst the 118Sta"s -
Wharton, Vernon Smll h, Sklme r, 
among.st the boys. t t.bought 
Ted was very fair when he sa id 
that, In h i s opinion , Bunter was 
dertnltel.Y overd::)ne, anc2 yru 
coul d ha're too i.uc:.h ot Coker ( I 
gaUler Ted iret en-ed Cok.er•a 
Aunt JUd7 "' Cokorl. Stor ies 
'lfltch Ted coci>ared w1 Ul. U'le 
Gr-eytrlars Saga weN Vachella 
•1be HUI • and •n» Red fLag• by 
C:unby Radath . fllls Na.S a r lne 
tali. Md lrrrok:ed qi lt.e 8 debate: 
l'tlien be held fi n ished. (Honan 
to tbe t ore u usual tn Chia 
sort or •ba ttle• }. 

11'IE llbrar)' rarne won aga i n 
by t1adge Corbett . A& expected 
Honrwrl'• balance she et was Tiil')' ...... .,_ ........ ___ ,,.. ................... -.............. ,~ ................... _ ......... , .. ,--......... ,., .......................... ,.. ........ , ........ ,.,.,.,,,. .. ,_. .... ,,,.,,,..,,. 
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good and without. M¥ di ssent, he ,cs again chosen t reasure r. As Is obvious , t he write r 
or these not es wns a.gain m:r.u1DX'lllslY re-Elected as secretart. Beryl Porter ente red her 
next. year as llbrarlan 800 gave a good report or the rt nanclal state or our librAl"Y. 
™ Important orrt ce of cha tn:ian was anothor unentroous dec i sion . en the proposal or 
r::::,selC aro seconded bY Beryl , th e popular cholce was UorliBn Cregcry . Nadge becomes 
vlce--c h81ruao. 

This was a night o r congratulations. Apart rrom thos e awarded the elected orr tcc r., 
v,e t,.:ld i.o congra tulate tom Porter on his appotn~n t t o the Rol'by Regis t oM council e.nd 
al so Ted Davey In securing e mre tq:,orton t post , th ough th ls Cl3ans Ted leavl~ Blnn
tngh.a.n tor Co'lentry. A resol uti on was ~assed t.h.at t.o accoroodat e at leas t tour or the 
rouroer irembers we change our meeting from 11:,n1ay to t re las t Tuesday In &&eh oonth, 
llltort l ng rro111 ~ Ju).y Hectt~ . The vottrg was tEn to one tor, so W Secreta.r)' has the 
matter tn hand t o arrang e wtih th e Hope and .\nc.hor people . 

HARRY 8Pi61ER - Secretary . 

tteetl r:!, held 5th June , 1960 

'I1le J'lll?Cber present "8S SODX!~at l ess man ~ al. cile to th e fact tha t the D!etlng 
ft3S unavotdabl..Y held on Whit Surday .. Ao:Jngst the absent was our energ etic secretary , 
Norron rrngnell

1 
bUt we were too.st pleased to rt!ce lve a t ~l ephono call from h1.c:l cllrlng 

tlle evai 1n.g from Bright on, Nlere he Is Q'l holi day . 
Despit e our depleted mmt>crs, a nmt enjoyab le a!e tl ng was soon tn run swing, 

opening with the tlnan c lal report , and a general dts:usst on on th e cl ub 118tters brcught 
to our noti ce by the chatman . We were very inte reste d tn the •Who• s \.r'ho1 

- a reallY 
cc1>l tal production , Ind ispensab l e to all club n!ll'bers and sect ions. 

:.rter refrcshDE!nt s cace a ser ies or quizzes , both orlgtMl am entert ain ing, and 
not urdul.y dUNcult . "n1e first , a Hamilton QUIZ, submitted by Don Webster , was won by 
F'rll'lk. Unwtn, and this was rolloHed by two devised by tn latt er. The rtrst 1 which was 
1n tl'e nature or a meccory te st , N1S won by Don Webster , an:::I th e second found a worthY 
wlMer In Pat Laffey . These quizz es cer t a inly keep us on our toes , and are a most 
enjoyab l e feature or the roonthlY get - t ogethers - our min oo~latn t Is th at th: tine 
passes all too qutcklY, mktng us l ook forward to the next ireet lng with e8'e rn ess . This 
wtll be hel d on 10tll JulY next, at 6. 30 p. o. me n we hope to see ou- regular s back ln 
ruu roree , rre !tl trom t h:!tr holiday s and ready t<r th e t~--;"' 

FRAllX CASE 

Meeting held 9th June 1~ 

We were all pl e.lSed to wetcoai back I.mold Keena , ftho had bem abse nt rro ci the 
ceet tngs tor SOtl! ttre. We learned with regre t Umt ttr. ?1. JtCra t h hod r esl gned owlf'€ 
to heavy bw tness comnlt D;nts , and th e rel!tlers expressed thetr apprecia ti on or h is gen
erous donati on to clutl ruoo:s and hope tt will be poss ible rcr htm to reJoln th e clu b 
Men things are a li t tl e eas ier. 

The cha,lman reported trot the clu b r:n~z. lne t s sell ing well, both her e met over
seas , e,nd m!DDers were pl eased "tth th e telegram or congraw lations received rroc our old 
friend In New Zealand , Jack. tt.irt agh. We are lookll'f: f orward t o ywr contrlbutton ln th e 
next ts sue , Jack. 

Stan Nicholls was congn tul ated on hts awearW1Ces on r.v . tn a week.l.Y ch1ldrm 1s 
pla¥ , w we were interested to l earn tl'at he ts nai, writing som ot th e script s as well 
as ac t ing In th em. • 

......... . ,., .... A .. new ~postal , IIEClber, .Hr . .. A .... v • ... Holland .. or . Wetl lngton.' .. 250 
1
c tles .. west . or . Sydney• ........ 
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bas been added to otr rwiu tn:S • orrer a 1111an1 ..etcom to Chis t crc-dtn,mee 111111:>er:· 
lllbole entlluslum la atrq eOOl.lltl to trldl e lil t cll u between. tt-. Rolland ta tnt.eN:sted lo blue ems , Pq,u.lars and Comic.a, and •tniaae ooptiu 
or P\n:h aod woUl.d bfi pl euea to hetr rrc m anyone llllbo share • bis 1nttn ata . Hta addresJ ts 68, 1b:rnton SU"tet , Welll rcton , N.S.W. 

flw Blake aeetl oa dtaa. 9fd t.M arrent ttantn 1'hccoa - c .o. contr'OTU'S1. Ut.er an Interest~ dd>o.t.t, •ct>era re--atrtrmad the lr support. or Blattana m F.rte F41'111'• 
ort tel al stand as atated 1n t.bt Ka, c .D. 

Letter, from onrs eas were then paaHd around, Md 111ui:bera were able to enJa:r a 
lr lsurelY ne1111 co?erage trta our 1000 tr Jen& Ron HodpC11, Don Webattr , mat Undn Ind HalTJ Bron er, •lih Gle alwa,a tnt.eresttrc 'f ogbornl Sid 'Mells I.Atwr- to gin u, t.bose 
uc ellent bll.l ot coeslp . 

OJr beart.l t1 t oo~tulatlons to ~lo r e,ne tor me really t:1cellen t produc t l cn ot the re centlf -publlShe(I Who'• Who, 11111lch wt rind tnnlueble ror refe rence out htN , 
ard J)IU"'tlcalar].y hAnd:1 In Its new t on:ot. 

Chectto, fol.ti. 1 hope to bt send trw a.11 1.he ne,. tro11 •Dotin Ulder' again nen 
mct1:tll. cu-Text cett trg, .lllY 15th. 

NCRMR!I 

J 1 S) J\!:!t 1 1969 § t 2}9 R)de Part Rol'Jd I Leeds. 

fl)C weather ,a a sgaln t l ncl io lM t<.:r tbe cH tl ng at C\teh 11e were pleased io 
MlCca! O\I" newe.st recnitt, Jaci. Fl!rrar ot H&llrlll. 

Our thanka IO Btll fl'lurbon or Cazrbrldge tor mo~ r colle et or .s• Item he .so gencr
ou.sl,y gave t o the Club Lttrary. nita tt.me a bcu1d vol1..t2 or Htnt;)" U,t on J3.c::ks. 

Al,o our concratula t tom to Ceott 8nd tr-a. Wilde Cll tb e arr t Tal or tbelr ~ on Wht< s,.._. 
Final detail• were am11 p d tor th e •l1tt to tmcbester Cl'I tht 26th June , Ure 

we art t o .-et °"" ?ww:hester mact>ers and alao some or th e llenc.,:stde sec ti on . 
fl'le aecoJXI lns tall:lent or •nw Boy without a Halle' was read by J . BN c-ze Bootl11 

'llflO can- I~ on Che 100<2 ,orked , r.artea by oeot r WU<JE:. 
Blll Wtl lle:.aon , Cbe wlMt r ot tbe quls 1.ut month , ga.e us o.not !e' - U'l.t• tlm 

12 CJ,liS t loos wt th a possi ble wt ~ or l3 poi nt., . f't'mt lbneoct and kt& Wood tltod wi th 26 polnta each , md Jadt. promi sed to do Iba necessar)' rcr next. ca1th, 

R. HOCCSON - Secret.er7 

~ Tbil Honae rn s«t ton celetraitd It s 10th J.nnlversary by a gnm 1et - toc.•lller 
or old am ne'II' aeti>ers oo SW'da:,, Jure 26ib. This "" btld tn t bs New Ntllta-U Hotel , Ma,chesttr , md tMO dozen members met t cr lurch a t 1 p, m. Art er luneh, a mietl ng la.stlng 2i hcu' s llQ.S beld In UM! t .v. lW'IC'I ot the hot el , ¥dllch had been bodc:ed rcr th e oc.caaton . Tu followed tbe m et l rc a t S p.:i. .l tull re pcrt Cll th e •do• "111 be gi n • nu t m::,ntb., 

tte;ettr:, held Bundlq, 1CJCb Jurw1 1960 
Although some ot the pro•lnent aa rs , lncl ta:iln& L.tn Pactcan (Chairman ) , 8m 

Whiter (Seere wY) , an:1 D-te Fa;yne were oa holldq , a 1oodlJ' crO\lld tn J01ed • lllh'T7 meeitrc at Reuben Codsan' s bom at ~tcn e. l tce-cbatnDan Frank I.a, took t.be cba lr 
am Joun tnll7 ecud u secre tar1, ltt..er c.be usual prd lcil nar1es , the cieettnc coc orr t o a &ood s'8f't with George s , ... u •s choice ot Desert laland Bookt, ~ tch proved to be an stories by P.rart. Rlcl'l ard1, 
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Roser Jenktns then l&Ye an eiceUent llllll"'Oll)tu tall.: on the dttt ere nt aspect.a ot 
St. Jtm 1s sld Greytrlara • .t\leh was tollOfted by a d1sc:wston 1'1btch Pf'OYed yery Interesting. 

1'o celebrate his t1rst Met.ins a tnc e hl.1 ...._, tn bo.,pltal, Don Webster P'• a OOTel 
at«'yette or bl• Ollll cC111pOSltlon, tollm l rw on "Ith 17 questtona butd on It. &rte 
Lawr-ence cam t trst with George Se•U aeecn:i. 

I wu then lucky wiouc)l to get two or the names tt'Ol:I F.l'te Latrtnce•s l etter qut ,, 
wtUl Reuben Godsave, Den Webster and G.crae eewell each ,wsstnc one. 

~ t1.agnet ca t alogue , clllJ' etq,)eted l!lflc2 brought al~by th e Rev. Dockery, ..as 
showl'l rowx1, and several readers i::u-chued t.helr coptts. A'l5' a tin e t.e~breall:, t.nclu cUng 
raapberTles from Reuben's garden, Ule •et.tr« lllfL£ ~ated to a readtnc by )'cw- hmt>le 
(luclcy people) t aken rro m N&gnet No. 1}28 enti t led •Bunter, the Ventriloquist·• 

J., usual, t.be time went all too qulckl.Y md betore Btll.Y Bunter could haft said 
•Jam Tert• we ,.ere all l ookt,. f orward to the next i:eettrw 'lltltdl will be at &rblton. 

Bell WHITER - Act ing Secreiary • .................................................. 
l)ours 

HOW l SEE OTHER 
FELLOWS! . 

By Frank Nuc•nt. 

PBaCI' HLIOYEa. 

Sincerely 
l tffERfl;?TJNC ITDE PRCJ1 nu: EDI!(!'§ L£TTER-8Ap 

.x>HN wmHIW1 ( HlkiRoM ). AJJ a are at .-irer 
oi 11aX1eld1s "2"k. In the Ce11 I RU lntrtgued 
to sP.e that you had dupl teated htm tor your 
June cover. Pi ty )"OU had no roc:a tor the otller 
balr or u,.e lllu.stratton Jflldl Is a really 
excellent drawing or •Paris rrom th e l..itr-. 
l"leo'• 9'0l1t TBrled a good deal , but St .. 
al~ lnterestt~ to watch hts g7le dnelop 
anr the years. Do J'OU remttt>er Cousin Ethel 
plqln,: cricket In ear )¥ dqs and the ,_ In
cident <fX! story In the re-print da)'S? The 
YOUl'I& lad)' ln a long sk lrt, dtl INt elJ' polsecJ to 
mek.t a caich tn &tiout 1913, and tht cur"t'aceous 
creature In a a= Sl Ip CO'n!rtoe. crowd to get 
that ball l Always provided ma \Tith a 1ood 
l~h. I have often thought I wwld ltke to make 
up a ~ book or nae•, drawLng.s. \il'lat do 70u 
!lll nk? 

g~ M,L~~ (JWQ'). ft\e Who's Who ls an 
eicFent ~ I gave yw credit tor a bit or 
wtttlcl!.111 l'tltch r don't th ink rou deaeMed. 
That s pectnl Owl loomJnc t.hrwat,, \he tront 
eover, M'ld hootl,_ 'Who's Who? Wbo•a Who?• au 
round t he bc:rder strue.k me u del Jc toualJ' 11.l'll'l1. 
But on open,tng Che tarn pa,re I t turned out to 
be f'rank Lq•s tl"8de mart er soathtngl er~ 
It done cm purpose? 
(We lbotlld t o,ie to clal• credit tor 1118 wtttlc ls:a 
but alas, we a11t undtratu:!J Ceor1• Walhtngton.) 

ED. 
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, , i 11 OfF[ft If llH riffllllS Tl IUl(II :, ~ 

(f af,c-llf/ifl . . ' 

·~ ·"·~·;·.:-:..i~·-;·_·~, .. ·1-j .;. 
, ". ,. / • . • . ., I ' .•. "J;,f. 
·~ ~ ' '. . - ~ ___ -:;:--

i:.~·:tf!..,~:"J;...~ ... .,...,.b. ....... 111111,
CCl'NIPondtDt tbo 1111 lbai 
1enu-,ta1 It, 11 notllln& '° lit 
UltMmd or. Jmttld, • 1ei •• 
Coo - brutal It,-· 

~ Ylt! 1: 1
i. ~'" 

rfetn., ot courae. 1 a\lppCH I 
f t 1' lnatlnctlnlY tba& t.be 
81cn&. an .. wculd al'Old acttoo 
apln1t the Ibsen& Jfead1 but 
P'rsnlt R!c:IW'dll eip la ln, ll>at 
lbq ~ lift no cbole• tn U. 
att,er; and Pr<alt hid clearl7 
mftd ,- or his belon,lnp II>" 
to t1M a&III)'. CUI...- S,,llll7t 1 
memor, had mt1led bl m alarg &bl 
- line • or lh,r e - • al Ip 
In Tm ROtrw:•• repcrurw. 

~(~) 

~- ..-11o -Ille na, or Rtal'-1d Broone 
c1a1,. lhl -7 I Nld a 1t<17 

bJ thlt -· pmllahod.., a.an, 7'1.lcb wu t?w ,ame, Mll"d 
tar 'IIX'd, u one bJ t.s.1. 1n 
lltloon Lee, Horch 19}1 • c.llod 
11Capper• a Captured C&111.• At 
mt d&l.ll did St. Fnn:t1 Olllll&I 
hUt &tOllS to Ord!Mr)' OlOlhlrC'I 
Jn al l Ill' Lee, I am not able Cc 
rind lhl dale Oii llblch WlllJ' 
kxlrortb ._. b11 appeaNDce 
at St. f'rrl'lk.11. 
(Can m¥ Lee ontl>uslaot r»llael 

ID.) 

~ (Bl'ldlton, .lClltral la) . I hive Jult ol>talnod Ho. I or lhl PIMJ Popu!r, 
~ tll la bl tile r!N< aorlt1 ? Cm '"" reoaU Ir Ole PIMJ Pop ""' had ~ 
D<>Jbl• -re ? I Ca\not ..-r see !,- one adnrti.od. (lllo Yer)' first P1M1 Pop 
- dalAd October'II th, 1912. "11 onl1 dwblo .....- In tbt history or til e PoP<r - a& 
Qrl sias, 1917. ID.> 

t !laffl'! 1'~": :=s;;:, :;1°~:!x~:!.':1!";(rwiU: ::i~ 
mter1al Ellbodled 1D thls pertodtcal mloh, tcr me, ttll, a lcnc-teu wa1t • .&a a ne .... 
oomer, I aw rolCh wltl:I so• dlttldince the auue stl on na,, tn the ltst of ttnu and 
.. 121ora or lhl S..BJ.. rroa Ho. 1, lllere -, han been e11e or "'° allpo, poulbl1 -
Jrlnts . No. 5 •Ntdlt Balkan PerlJ.atl II CNd:1\80 t.o E. s. Broob . b 11 the ttt lt 
t tae lt dtd noi qpst w. lUTa1 °"1d0n, Im nime or tbe chief chaNcter, Llbc Creed • 

..-.aa.il...lllll.4..0!l.~ •. lil.Jlc!llt..JWt11U&l41.t. "'1rJ...all.llLIII.IA.,.l'Jlllllll., • ..!il!!lll!r..a.... 
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No. }6, •Perlll or P•trocrai:P Mid to bt bJ' A. tl.rr'elr, ..,, t aa ain, bi' G1'e1dc:ll't. I 
i-.ell>er the urmlatabble •"1• or U'le mtbcr Wf"J •11. Anot.ber point, flftlcb sam111:1 • ta that, 1111111• tbl •Jorl1;J of &be Pl,_r and Den.er 1MrlH are cre<Uted to J , w. 
Bobln, No. 2A •n. Nan wltb U\e Green ~.- la eatd to bt b)" N. Ccddvd. Tblt S1 dt
otbor • tcrJ tll l ch aJ."818 aentd to • to be 1ri b authentlo •tl'l• of UM CNat.cr or Pl1&1111r (lllb) I alWlfl tb«qllt.-.. Lewie Carlton, but lllbo, apparent].y , wu J. w. lobtn). 
IC U. autbor'a rwMI aN tbllr Nil CllU, fib:>, Cblll, wu N, Oodds'd? 
(Pulld to ,ou, Bleklmal la tact , bJ a eolnotdince , ln '11111 montbta Bl.at11na, ~. 
Wtbb ~ a Uatit en~ .. 8'1tin'• tint 411117.) m. 

~tt!"~:i~tg-e ~~ ~~:~:ra:\:a:::-.o~ ·~;.:u~,::o~ ::e.J: 
I aiuoat BIBU7 ~ It with tile D•Arq drawlnp In Bolld~ Jrnlal 1920 b7 Wan,tck 
Ro1noids. <nlJ" "' llllnobl 

(fllt '"° echoolbora used to heed our June (.Cnr, and Ulla -,nib bt:adl,- Raanton-111'\a, teat.W'ed on lbt Cesi CO'N:r tor a lc;q tlo ln ltlt'8 Cowr dip, m:, were tint 
Introduced at a tlmt When War1'lck RQnOldS Ml UclU1l1"1l7 lllu.at.rat-1,w tbl o-. It .. 
tClt' d:111 reuon that. wt decided U\at ffqnolda bad dr(lllll'l: Cbem, Tbey art certatni, not 11tlcdonl!lld'• wort, end aie ouraelns, think U. too pd tor Blake, We still baw a telltrc that thlJ' art ~ld'• work, but Bob lMII ~ uncannr art.latte JIM)Cep tlon, am -, Mll be rJc)\t. 1, tt poa,tble for f!ll7 Nader t.o let ua know for ctnetn? m.) 

2:T:!m=~);t :.· r!c~':.!•~:r t~tl'O't'~:.4 ~~:' blu .!t~talr 
utonllhtnc llll)llc&tton - that l 1UUHttd M>Oltlbtrc dtaeuaa l on, of tbt Old Ordet" 
Blatti pertodlcalll SUch an abeunl llJ.WStlon nenr nen cros,ed • mtnd, end I becln t.o worder If fl'tl ot lbktsia• 1 11>dc.•.sJDS1 md 11,u:ikeSIIOllffl bnt read ..._, I''" acb.al.17 
,rttten on tbt IUl:>Jtct. 1broU!lhOUt I blrfe awtaltd far a complete 81Mt Ctrclt u 
oppoHd t.o a ...-n, • and tbl Mew Order alone , Uta l:bt Old <rder alone, WO\lld "~ 
19\t onty a a,epent of tb8 Bl*' tradition. I challqe an,ooe to quoc.. a 11n11e 
MnUl'IC t ln Wllcb l haft AUHted or enn Jq,lttcl that d l 1cuuton on tbt old Blake 
should noc. be Nta tned. . ..... . 

a1!'t:voti!.-:S1~--1~ i!n:!:1~~/::·:i~~,;: 5Ci~~ t.~'~!°"~eedlng 9 ftl\1111 at IIOl'lth11 ln"t"Yal1, but 17 conNCUUTI copies 11IS1ln&. All In atnt condition. Otters wer\c.ed tor 2.} vol\11111 or Capta i n (bound) nry good ~It.ton. Aleo 
Scholar's OWn Penn¥ tb).tb17 - 12 tuue a: - coq,ltte ,.,ar 1911. 
D. SAlf.n., 71 HlOH 8t'RIJ:T, GREAT NISB'Dalf , Bll:ltB. 

~: Ce•, Neantta:, a ,a,e, for Uat.. V, PAC~, 2' GROVE ROAD, SlNJTCII , SU\RET., 
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